M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representative Holl and To: Public Health and Hunman
Servi ces

HOUSE BI LL NO. 560
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO CREATE THE CHI LD DEATH REVI EW PANEL, VWHCSE PRI MARY
PURPOSE | S TO FOSTER THE REDUCTI ON OF | NFANT AND CHI LD MORTALI TY
AND MORBI DI TY I N M SSI SSI PPl AND TO | MPROVE THE HEALTH STATUS OF
| NFANTS AND CHI LDREN; TO PROVI DE THAT THE REVI EW PANEL SHALL BE
ASSI GNED TO THE STATE MEDI CAL EXAM NER' S OFFI CE FOR ADM NI STRATI VE
PURPCSES; TO PROVI DE THAT THE REVI EW PANEL SHALL SUBM T A REPORT
ANNUALLY TO THE LEG SLATURE, VWH CH SHALL | NCLUDE | NFORVATI ON ON
CHI LD AND | NFANT DEATHS I N M SSI SSI PPl AND RECOVMVENDATI ONS ON HOW
TO MOST EFFECTI VELY DI RECT STATE RESOURCES TO DECREASE | NFANT AND
10 CH LD DEATHS I N M SSI SSI PPl ; TO PROVI DE THAT DATA FOR THE REVI EW
11 PANEL'S REVI EW AND REPORTI NG SHALL BE SUPPLI ED BY THE STATE
12 MEDI CAL EXAM NER S OFFI CE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

13 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

14 SECTION 1. (1) There is created the Child Death Review

15 Panel, whose primary purpose is to foster the reduction of infant
16 and child nortality and norbidity in M ssissippi and to inprove
17 the health status of infants and children.

18 (2) The Child Death Review Panel shall be conposed of

19 fifteen (15) voting menbers: the State Medical Exam ner or his
20 representative, a pathologist on staff at the University of

21 M ssissippi Medical Center, an appointee of the Lieutenant

22 Governor, an appoi ntee of the Speaker of the House of

23 Representatives, and one (1) representative fromeach of the

24 following: the State Coroners Association, the M ssissippi

25 Chapter of the American Acadeny of Pediatrics, the Ofice of Vital
26 Statistics in the State Departnent of Health, the Attorney

27 Ceneral's Ofice, the State Sheriff's Association, the M ssissippi
28 Police Chiefs Association, the Departnent of Human Services, the
29 Children's Advocacy Center, the State Chapter of the March of

30 Dines, the State SIDS Alliance, and Conpassi onate Friends.

31 (3) The Chairman of the Child Death Review Panel shall be

32 elected annually by the Review Panel nenbership. The Revi ew Panel
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shal | devel op and i npl enent such procedures and policies necessary
for its operation, including obtaining and protecting confidenti al
records. The Review Panel shall be assigned to the State Mdica
Examner's Ofice for adm nistrative purposes only, and the
Medi cal Exam ner shall designate staff to assist the Review Panel
(4) The Child Death Review Panel shall submt a report
annually to the Chairnen of the House Public Health and Human
Services Commttee and the Senate Public Health and Wl fare
Comm ttee on or before Decenber 1. The report shall include the
nunbers, causes and rel evant denographic information on child and
infant deaths in M ssissippi, and appropriate recomrendati ons to
the Legislature on how to nost effectively direct state resources
to decrease infant and child deaths in Mssissippi. Data for the
Revi ew Panel's review and reporting shall be supplied by the State
Medi cal Examner's Ofice. This office shall also be responsible
for printing and distributing the annual report(s) on child and
i nfant deaths in M ssissippi.
(5) This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2010.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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