State of North Dakota Child Death Review Legislation

North Dakota Statute § 50-25.1-04.2 to 50.25.1-05 (1995)
Link: http://www.state.nd.us/Ir/cencode/t50c251.pdf

EXCERPT FROM CHAPTER 50-25.1

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

50-25.1-01. Purpose. It is the purpose of this chapter to protect the health and welfare of
children by encouraging the reporting of children who are known to be or suspected of being
abused or neglected; the providing of adequate services for the protection and treatment of
abused and neglected children and to protect them from further harm; the identifying of the cause
of children's deaths, where possible; the identifying of those circumstances that contribute to
children's deaths; and the recommending of changes in policy, practices, and law to prevent
children's deaths.

50-25.1-04.1. State child protection team - How created - Duties.

1. The department shall name the members of the state child protection team. The members must
be appointed for three-year staggered terms. The member who represents the department shall
serve as presiding officer and is responsible for the transmittal of all team reports made pursuant
to this chapter. The presiding officer shall set meetings for the purposes of fulfilling the duties
set forth in sections 50-25.1-02 and 50-25.1-04.

2. Under procedures adopted by the team, it may meet at any time, confer with any individuals,
groups, and agencies, and may issue reports or recommendations on any aspect of child abuse,
neglect, or death resulting from abuse or neglect it deems appropriate. All reports or
recommendations issued are subject to section 50-25.1-11, except that the team shall make
available information reflecting the disposition of reports of institutional child abuse, neglect, or
death resulting from abuse or neglect, where the identity of persons reporting, and of the children
and parents of children involved, is protected.

3. In every case of alleged institutional child abuse or neglect, the state child protection team
shall make a determination that child abuse or neglect is or is not indicated. Upon a
determination that institutional child abuse or neglect is indicated, the state child protection team
promptly shall make a written report of the determination. When the subject of the report is a
state-operated institution, the state child protection team promptly shall notify the governor of
the determination.

50-25.1-04.2. Child fatality review panel. The state child protection team shall serve as a child
fatality review panel. The department shall appoint a peace officer licensed in the state, a mental
health professional, and any other person as appropriate to assist the panel in the performance of
its duties. The department, in coordination with the state department of health, shall adopt rules
for the operation of the panel. Panel members are not entitled to compensation or reimbursement
of expenses for service on the panel.

50-25.1-04.3. Child fatality review panel - Duties. The child fatality review panel shall meet at
least semiannually to review the deaths of all minors which occurred in the state during the
preceding six months and to identify trends or patterns in the deaths of minors. The panel shall
promote:



1. Interagency communication for the management of child death cases and for the
management of future nonfatal cases.

2. Effective criminal, civil, and social intervention for families with fatalities.

3. Intervention and counseling of surviving and at-risk siblings, and offer the same.

4. Interagency use of cases to audit the total health and social service systems and to
minimize misclassification of cause of death.

5. Evaluation of the impact of specific risk factors including substance abuse, domestic
violence, and prior child abuse.

6. Interagency services to high-risk families.

7. Data collection for surveillance of deaths and the study of categories of causes of
death.

8. The use of media to educate the public about child abuse prevention.

9. Inter-county and interstate communications regarding child death.

10. Use of local child protection team members as local child fatality review panelists.
11. Information that apprises a parent or guardian of the parent's or guardian's rights and
the procedures taken after the death of a child.

50-25.1-04.4. Child fatality review panel - Access to records. Upon the request of a coroner or
the presiding officer of a child fatality review panel, any hospital, physician, medical
professional, medical facility, mental health professional, or mental health facility shall disclose
all records of that entity with respect to any child who has or is eligible to receive a certificate of
live birth and who has died. The person submitting the request shall reimburse the disclosing
entity for the actual costs of assembling and disclosing the information.

50-25.1-04.5. Child fatality review panel - Confidentiality of meetings, documentation, and
reports. Notwithstanding section 44-04-19, all meetings of the panel are closed to the public.
Notwithstanding section 44-04-18, all documentation and reports, except for an annual report, of
the panel are confidential. The panel shall make available to the persons designated in section
50-25.1-11 the documentation and reports of the panel.



