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Summer is the season synonymous with childhood and like child-

hood always comes to an end.  In Ray Bradbury's Dandelion Wine, 

twelve year-old Douglas brings out a yellow Ticonderoga pencil to 

ǊŜŎƻǊŘ Ƙƛǎ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΦ  Ψά¢ƻƳΣ LΩƳ 

going to keep track of things.  You realize that every summer we do 

things over and over we did the whole darn summer before.  Like 

making dandelion wine, like buying new tennis shoes, like shooting 

off the first firecracker of the year, like making lemonade, like get-

ǘƛƴƎ ǎƭƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘΦΦΦ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ¢ƻƳΦΩ  Ψ²ƘŀǘΩǎ 

ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ 5ƻǳƎΚΩ   Ψ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŜǾŜǊΦ  [ƛƪŜ 

ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀȅōŜ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀ ŀƴŘ ŘŀŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦΩ  Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊŀȊȅ ǎǘǳŦŦ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΚΩ  ΨLΩƳ 

ŀƭƛǾŜΗΩ  ΨIŜŎƪ 5ƻǳƎΣ ǘƘŀǘϥǎ ƻƭŘΦέΩ   
 

Your Resource Center received funding for its tenth year beginning 

July 1st.  Heartfelt thanks go to the U.S. Maternal and Child Health 

Bureau at HRSA  for supporting our work for a decade.  CDR is 

strong throughout the country, even in the midst of serious and 

devastating state budget woes.   There are now more than 1,250 

local CDR teams in the U. S.  Long time supporters of CDR in Idaho, 

the last state without CDR, are working closely with their  Gover-

ƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘŜŀƳǎΦ  hǳǊ 

scope of work this year includes working with the U.S. protectorates 

and federated states in the Pacific Basin and Caribbean to establish 

CDR programs.  Hopefully by next summer we can color in the 

whole map of the U.S. and our neighbor islands.    
 

Our national meeting in Atlanta this past April was a terrific eventς 

thanks to all of the state coordinators in attendance and to the 

funding from the CDC.  Forty-seven states  were able to attend and 

most everyone took on a leadership role.  Long, complex and fulfill-

ing discussions took place over two days as CDR leaders shared ex-

periences and suggestions for improving the CDR process.  We have 

posted summaries of the discussions on our web site.  
 

Your work with child death review continues to find ways to make 

5ƻǳƎΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘǊǳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΥ  ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘǎΣ ŦǳǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

get better and better and children in the middle of it all. 
 

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅΣ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƻǾŜǊΦ  5ƻǳƎ ƪƴŜǿ ƛǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

when walking downtown.  Tom grabbed his arm and pointed, gasp-

ƛƴƎΣ ŀǘ ŀ ŘƛƳŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΧΩtŜƴŎƛƭǎΣ 5ƻǳƎΣ ǘŜƴ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǇŜƴŎƛƭǎΗ 

Nickel tablets, dime tablets, notebooks,  erasers, a hundred thou-

ǎŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΗΩ  Ψ¢ƻƳΣ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƎƻƴŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ 

ōŜΣ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻǊ ǿƻǊǎŜΚΩ   ΨL Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƘǳƴŎƘΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎΦ  ΨbŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

going to be even bigger, days will be brighter, nights longer and 

darker, more people dying, more babies born and me in the middle 

ƻŦ ƛǘ ŀƭƭΦέΩ      
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Building Regional Networks of Support  

Our 2012 HRSA funding includes a small amount of support to encourage networking among CDR 

states by region.  Up to $5,000 is available to support conference calls, meetings, trainings, or other 

networking opportunities identified by state 

CDR program leaders.  This fall, representatives 

from the five regions arbitrarily created by the 

Center will meet to discuss ways in which they 

can work to grow regional networks.  Please 

contact these persons if you have ideas for your 

region.  The leaders we are working with are: 

    Allison  Anderson, West 

    Susan Rodriguez, Southeast 

    Abby Collier, Midwest 

    Anne Pedrick, Mid Atlantic 

    Marc Clement, New England 

A New Name and Image  

It was a bittersweet moment but after ten years 

we have retired our name, the National Center 

for Child Death Review, and our red, white and 

blue images.  We are now officially the National 

Center for the Review and Prevention of Child 

Deaths.   After hearing from many of you, we 

have kept our tag line: keeping kids alive.  We 

worked with a health marketing firm, the EDGE, to create branding that would emphasize our focus 

on preventing deaths without losing our focus on doing the work of case reviews.  We believe the 

new name, our colors and our incorporation of stars as background images represent the immense 

sadness of child deaths but also the hope and promise of reviews to keep other children alive.  Early 

this Fall we will have a new brochure customizable for the key disciplines participating in reviews.  All 

of our materials and images were created so that you can also customize them for your own pro-

ƎǊŀƳΦ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƎƭŀŘƭȅ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳΦ 

We are very happy to announce that Linda has joined the Center as our new Di-

rector of Policy and Program Innovations.  Linda will be exploring new arenas for 

us, including family engagement in the review process; improving our reviews of 

vulnerable children, especially children with disabilities; and working to translate 

our review findings into national policy, practice and programs.  Linda  has spent 

most of her career as an advocate for persons with disabilities, including seven 

years advocating for the rights of disabled children in foster care.  She  recently 

spent ten years as the CEO of United Cerebral Palsy of Michigan.  Linda has a law 

degree from the University of Washington and is currently working on her Certifi-

cate in Public Health from the University of Michigan.   

Welcome Linda Potter  



New CDR Program Leaders in States  

Many new leaders joined our CDR world in 2011 in the states of Arizona, Arkansas, Louisiana, Massa-

chusetts, South Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia.  In Arkansas, Pam Tabor is working to pass state 

legislation to support local teams and is organizing two pilot teams in 

central and northwest Arkansas.  In keeping with the wonderful spirit of 

sharing among CDR leaders, Michigan invited Pam to attend their annual 

CDR training.  Pam then went on a week long road trip through Texas 

under the mentorship of Susan Rodriguez.  They drove over 1500 miles 

visiting new and established teams.  Pam reports that  these experiences 

gave her months of advantage in her learning curve for CDR. Susan's 

reward for being so helpful was that she was given the parking spot clos-

est to her health department entrance-a real prize in the hot Texas sum-

mer.  Louisiana , Massachusetts and South Carolina have been without 

CDR coordinators for extended periods.  Welcome to Kristie Bardell, 

Elizabeth Welch and Amelia Shiver, respectively.  Jeff Bowles left his posi-

tion in W. Virginia, and was quickly replaced by Trish McCay, who is  also 

managing W. Virginia's Domestic Violence Fatality Review program.     

Marla Herrick is the new coordinator in Arizona.  Ginny Powell reports 

that Emily Gambill has been hired to help organize local CDR teams 

throughout  Virginia.  Emily will eventually manage the state team efforts as well.  Contact informa-

tion for all is available on our state spotlight webpage.  Welcome to all of you. 

Pam Tabor Calling Her Arkan-

sas Hogs at the National CDR                        

Coordinator Meeting 

Congratulations to Tracie Martin, who was recognized for her leadership and 

stewardship of child death review in Washington, DC.  Tracie is a senior fatal-

ity review specialist in DC.  She was a 2011 winner of the Cafritz  Award for 

Distinguished DC Government Employees.  This honor is given to persons who  

exemplify the best in public service. Tracy was honored as an impassioned 

advocate for children who no longer have a voice and as a person who, de-

spite external pressures and demands, tirelessly works towards solving prob-

lems in innovative ways that inspire others and positively impact the commu-

nity. Tracie was one of six honorees (out of 30,000 DC employees).  Tracie was honored in May  at a 

special ceremony held at the George Washington University Center for Excellence in Public Leader-

ship.  The Honorable Vincent Gray, Mayor of Washington DC, was one of presenters of the award to 

Tracie.   

Tracie Martin, DC Fatality Review, Receives Award  

PBS and NPR had a series of stories on radio and television fo-

cused on death investigations in the United States, emphasizing 

the variety of and inconsistencies in systems across the states.  

Part of their series included stories on abusive head trauma and 

what they describe as questionable convictions.  NPR also ran a 

ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ άwŜ-thinking SIDS: Many Deaths no Longer a 

aȅǎǘŜǊȅΦέ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜŘ ŀǘΥ 

http://video.pbs.org/video/1972939471 

http://www.npr.org/2011/07/15/137859024/rethinking-sids-many-deaths-no-longer-a-mystery 

 

Frontline and NPR Stories on Child Deaths  

http://video.pbs.org/video/1972939471
http://www.npr.org/2011/07/15/137859024/rethinking-sids-many-deaths-no-longer-a-mysteryC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/tcovingt/My%20Documents/My%20Music


The Center  is a founding  member of the National Coalition to End Child Abuse Deaths.  The Coalition 

was organized to bring greater national attention to child abuse deaths. The Coalition was organized 

after a 2009 National  Summit convened by Michael Petite, the CEO of Every Child Matters.   The Cen-

ter supported Kim Day, formerly the CDR coordinator in Maine, as she worked to build the Coalition as 

part of her internship for her MSW program.  Kim has since been hired full time as the Coalition Direc-

tor.   Tamara  Tunie, who stars as Dr. Melinda Warner, the medical examiner on Law and Order Special 

±ƛŎǘƛƳǎ ¦ƴƛǘΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊƛǘȅ ǎǇƻƪŜǎǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ    

 

Last year, the Coalition asked Congress to do three things: hold 

hearings on maltreatment deaths, create a National Commis-

sion to further study the problem of fatal maltreatment and 

develop a national strategy to prevent future deaths. The good 

news is that the House Ways and Means Human Resources 

Subcommittee held a hearing July 12th, coinciding with the 

release of the Government Accountability Office (GAO) report 

on child maltreatment fatalities.  

 

Teri Covington, Tamara Tunie, Michael Petite, Kay Brown-the GAO rep-

resentative, Dr. Carole Jenny- a child abuse pediatrician from Rhode 

Island, and Jane McClure Burnstainς a child welfare policy analyst from 

¢ŜȄŀǎ  ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΦ  ¢ŜǊƛΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ 

child death review process helps to better count and understand child 

deaths.   She provided examples on how CDR led to prevention and 

ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мл ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ  {ƘŜ 

asked for a National Commission, and provided further suggestions in writing including national CDR 

legislation that could support many of the functions of CDR.  A number 

of congressmen recognized the importance of CDR in fatal maltreat-

ment.  Congressman John Lewis (D, GA) stated that he has been in Con-

ƎǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ нр ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎǎΣ ōǳǘ άΧΦǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ 

of the most painful.  What some of you have said is almost unreal, unbe-

ƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ōǳǘ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜΦΦΦƛǘϥǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǿŜŜǇ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƎΦ  ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘ ƘŜŀŘ ƻƴΦέ  

You can view the hearing and read transcripts at http://www.c -

spanarchives.com/program/Maltr 

 

Following the hearing, the National Coalition to 

End Child Abuse Deaths met  with staff from the 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ tƻƭƛŎȅ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ 

House.  We reiterated much of what was pre-

sented at the hearing and asked for President 

hōŀƳŀΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ 

to the more than 2,700 children who die from 

abuse every year. 

 

Based on interest from both parties, we antici-

pate that a bill will be introduced in the U.S. Sen-

ate in October to establish a National Commission 

to further study and recommend national action 

to prevent child maltreatment fatalities.  

 

Update on the National Coalition to End Child Abuse Deaths  

Founding Members of the Coalition at the White House Meeting 

/ƘǊƛǎǘŜƴ YǊȅȊǿƻƴǎƪƛΣ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΤ 

Kim Day, Every Child Matters Education Fund;  Suzanna Tiapula, 

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΤ ¢ŜǊƛ /ƻǾƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ b/wt/5Τ 

¢ŜǊŜǎŀ IǳƛȊŜǊΣ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΤ Wƻŀƴ ½ƭƻǘƴƛŎƪΣ bŀπ

tional Association of Social Workers  

Tamara Tunie with Anne Pedrick, 

Delaware CDR Director  

http://www.c-spanarchives.com/program/Maltr
http://www.c-spanarchives.com/program/Maltr

