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Presentation Notes
Almost 85 percent of all medical costs for crash victims fall on society, and not on the
individuals involved. Medical costs for unbelted crash victims are 50 percent higher than
for those who are belted. Employer health care spending on crash injuries is nine billion
dollars annually. Another nine billion dollars is spent on sick leave and life and disability
insurance for crash victims.




Motor Vehicle Data 
Sources

• Data sets that can be assessed and analyzed for teen driving safety 
that include:

• Youth and Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance Systems

• Child Death Review 

• Emergency department 

• Uniform Crime Reporting System 

• Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS)

• Emergency Medical Services 

• State  Highway Patrol

• Hospital Discharge Data

• Mortality Data
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INCREASING TEEN SAFETY BELT USE
• Immaturity: Teens lack the maturity of most adults. Studies show that youth are more
likely to engage in riskier behaviors while driving.
Inexperience: It takes time to learn how to drive a vehicle, how to drive under various
circumstances and conditions, and how to react in emergency situations. Thus, the
high crash involvement rate for teens. Many teens who don’t wear safety belts have
not been in a crash yet and have not experienced the forces and energy involved
firsthand.
• Immortality: Teens tend to underestimate risks of driving and crashing, and exhibit an
“optimistic bias.” They do not think they will get into a crash, so they do not think
they need protection if they are involved in a crash.
• Emotionality: This trait is sometimes termed as “raging hormones.” Teen emotions
affect their thinking and subsequent behavior, such as “forgetting” to wear safety
belts.
• Sensation Seeking: Many teens are adventurous and tend to seek out excitement. Not
wearing a safety belt is a thrill to some of them.
• Risk Taking: Many teens take greater risks in all areas of life than their adult
counterparts. Because teens do not yet understand the risks involved in certain
behaviors, nor the potential consequences, they often tend to act impulsively.
• Power of Friends: Teens, especially high school students, are greatly influenced by their
peers. If peers do not wear safety belts, they probably will not either. If peers chastise
them for wearing a safety belt, many teens will unbuckle it.
• Power of Parents: Parental permissiveness or strictness could be a factor related to
changing teens’ behavior. Teens with parents who are persistent and monitor teen
belt use are more likely to buckle up.
• Distractions: There is some evidence that teens are more easily distracted while
driving, especially when they have other teen passengers. Note the lower teen safety
belt use rates when they are accompanied by passengers
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According to the 2003 Motor Vehicle Occupant Safety Survey (MVOSS) sponsored by
NHTSA, teen drivers are less likely to wear a safety belt “all the time” (79%) than older drivers
(84%). 15 About one-half (47%) of 16-20-year-olds reported they agreed that safety belts “were
as likely to harm as to help,” compared to 34 percent of those 21-64. Teens were also more
likely to agree that a crash close to home was usually “not as serious” (30%), that wearing a
safety belt makes them “worry more about being in an accident” (27%), and that they would
feel “self-conscious if they were going against the group norm in wearing safety belts” (30%)
than older drivers, according to the MVOSS.
Research also shows that when a driver of a motor vehicle wears a safety belt, a toddler in that
vehicle also is restrained 86 percent of the time. However, when the driver is not restrained,
toddlers in that vehicle are only restrained 24 percent of the time. 64 Thus, parents play an
important role in conditioning youth to wear safety belts. The percentage of teens who say in
surveys that they “rarely or never wore safety belts” ranges from 8 to 27 percent, depending
upon the State. 27 This generation of teenagers mostly have been brought up in child safety
and booster seats, and have been exposed to safety belt use laws and education. More teens
are subject to GDL laws and policies concerning safety belt use than ever before. Yet teens do
not wear safety belts at adult rates.



Increased risk of 16 & 17 year old drivers’ 
death by number of passengers, 
Chen, Baker, Braver, and Li, 2000
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Factors in teen fatal crashes



– Publicize, enforce, & adjudicate laws 
pertaining to young drivers

– Assist parents in managing teen driving

– Improve young driver training

– Employ school-based strategies

What Works



Graduated Driver 
Licensing (GDL) System

• Minimum age of at least 16 years 
for gaining a learner’s permit

• Minimum 6 months before 
unsupervised driving. 

• Nighttime driving restriction 

• Passenger restriction for intermediate license 
holders

• Minimum age of at least 16 years and 6 
months for intermediate license. 

• Minimum age of 17 years for full licensure.

International Institute for Highway 
Safety
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Web site:  www:ChildrensSafetyNetwork.org

301-755-2728
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