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Introduction

Each year almost 54,000 children, ages 0-18, die in the United States. Child
Death Review programs exist in 49 states and the District of Columbia. The
state of ldaho does not have a review program.

The goal of all the CDR programs is to understand how and why children die in
order to take action to prevent other deaths. CDR leads to greater collaborative
efforts and improvements in child health and safety.

Throughout the United States Child Death Review programs differ in the types of
deaths reviewed, composition of state and local teams, level of state support and
leadership, supporting legislation and reporting systems. Every state though has
an agency and a person designated as that state’s lead for the CDR program in
the state. In February of 2010, The National Center for Child Death Review
Policy and Practice polled these state leads to assess the current status of the
state CDR programs. These following tables are a synopsis of the polling
results, and represent the status of the programs in calendar 2010, with the
following exceptions: Five states did not reply to the assessment, so that the
data presented for those states is based on the most recent information
available. These states include Colorado, Montana, and West Virginia.
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CDR PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION



1. State Agency that Leads Coordination of CDR Program

Agency Lead

Number of States

Health Department 25
Social Services 11
Medical Examiner 4
Attorney General, DOJ 3
Other 6

2. State Agency that Leads Coordination of CDR Program by State

State Agency Lead State Agency Lead
Alabama Health Department Missouri Social Services
Alaska Health Department Montana Health Department
Arizona Health Department Nebraska Health Department, Division of
Arkansas Arkansas Commission on Child Public Health
Abuse, Rape & Domestic Violence Nevada Social Services
California Health Department, Safe and Active New Hampshire Attorney General, DOJ
Communities BranCh, FACNS New Jersey Socia| Services
Program New Mexico Health Department
Colorado Health Department - -
c tiout off  Child Ad " New York Social Services
onnecticy — Ice .o I, vocate North Carolina |Health Department, OCME Children
Delaware Administrative Offices of the Court & Youth Branch
District of Medical Examiner North Dakota Socia| Services
IC::I?)IrL'J g;bla Health Department, Children’ Ohio Health Department
i , Children’s — -
Medical Services Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth
Georgia Office of the Child Advocate Oregon : Health Department
Hawaii Health Department, Maternal and Pennsylvania Health Department - PA Chapter
Child Health Branch American Academy of E’edlatrlcs
Idaho No program Rhode Island Health Departl_'nent, Ofﬂpe of the
lllinois Social Services State Medical Examiners
- - - South Carolina Health Department, Division of
Indiana Social Services Injury and Violence Prevention
lowa Health Department, Office of the South Dakota To Be Determined
m it:te Medcl_‘cal EX?T)'B? Tennessee Health Department
ansas orney >eneral, Texas Health Department, Office of
Kentucky Health Department Program Division Support
Louisiana Health Department Utah Health Department, Division of
Maine Social Services Disease Control and Prevention
Maryland Health Department, The Center for Vermont University of Vermont
Maternal and Child Health Virginia Medical Examiner
Massachusetts Medical Examiner, co-led by Washington Health Department
Massachuse’gts Department of West Virginia Medical Examiner
Public Health Wi : A G . DOJ
Michigan Social Services |scor13|n ttorney ener_a,
Minnesota Social Services Wyoming Social Services

Mississippi

Health Department, Health Services




3. Type of State CDR Coordination and Program Support

Function Number of States
Data Collection and Reporting 46
Coordination of State Team 44

Technical Assistance to Local Teams 35

Training for Local Teams 35
Coordination of Local Teams 24
Other functions 15

4. CDR Coordination with Other State Programs

State Maternal | State Child
State Injury | Child Health Protective
Coordination Prevention Program Services
Yes 38 38 42
No 7 6 3

5. Annual Funds Allocated Specifically for CDR Programs by State

Median Funding Amount: $ 91,000

State Annual State Annual State Annual
Budget Budget Budget
Alabama $300,000 Kentucky $215,400 North Dakota $1,000
Alaska $100,000 Louisiana $390,000 Ohio $150,000
Arizona $350,000 Maine $102,000 Oklahoma $122,632
Arkansas $0 Maryland $100,000 Oregon $0
California $200,000 Massachusetts $0 Pennsylvania | $130,000
Colorado $70,000 Michigan $500,000 Rhode Island U/K
Connecticut $92,000 Minnesota $136,000 South Carolina | $46,000
Delaware $393,000 Mississippi $0 South Dakota $1,800
District of
Columbia $300,000 Missouri $742,788 Tennessee U/K
Florida $90,000 Montana $60,000 Texas $0
Georgia $303,511 Nebraska $70,000 Utah $31,232
Hawaii $150,132 Nevada $117,653 Vermont $5,000
New

Idaho $0 Hampshire $2,000 Virginia $85,000
lllinois $120,000 New Jersey $0 Washington $35,912
Indiana $0 New Mexico $150,000 West Virginia $25,000
lowa $0 New York $1,082,496 Wisconsin $13,000
Kansas $100,000 North Carolina $252,000 Wyoming $20,000




6. Type and Source of Funding Allocated for CDR Programs by State

Other
State Type of Federal Funds Type of State Funds Funds
Tobacco
Alabama Medicaid Reimbursement Agreement Settlement
Alaska MCH Block Grant
One dollar
Emergency Medical Services and surcharge on
Arizona MCH Block Grant Behavioral Health Services death certificates
Arkansas
CDC Prevention Block Grant
California and MCH Block Grant
MCH Block Grant and
Colorado CAPTA Grants

Connecticut

General funds

Delaware General funds
District of
Columbia DC appropriations
Local health dept
and social

Florida General funds services
Georgia Children's Justice Act General funds Grants
Hawaii CAPTA CWS and DOH
Idaho
lllinois DCEFS funds
Indiana
lowa

Children's Justice
Kansas Act/CAPTA General funds
Kentucky MCH Block Grant General funds
Louisiana General funds
Maine Children's Justice Act
Maryland MCH State Block Grant MCH state match
Massachusetts
Michigan CAPTA General funds
Minnesota 1UB.1
Mississippi MCH Block Grant

E&E budget, personal services and

Missouri general revenue Grants
Montana MCH Block Grant
Nebraska MCH Block Grant




6. Continued: Type and Source of Funding Allocated for CDR Programs by State

State

Type of Federal Funds

Type of State Funds

Other
Funds

Nevada

Death certificate fees

New Hampshire

Children's Justice Act Grant

New Jersey

New Mexico Yes: Unknown Type Yes: Unknown Type
Office of Children and Family

New York Services

North Carolina

State Legislature

North Dakota

Yes: Unknown Type

Ohio

MCH Block Grant

Oklahoma

Line item for Oklahoma Commission
on Children and Youth's Annual
Budget

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Department of Health and
Department of Public Welfare

Rhode Island

Rhode Island Department of Health

South Carolina

State agency funds, Dept of Social
Services

South Dakota

Tennessee MCH Block Grant Related MCH Block Grant Match
Texas MCH Block Grant Texas Dept of State Health Services
MCH Block Grant and
Department of Human
Utah Services, DCFS
Occasional grant support;
currently Children’s Justice | Occasional grant support; currently
Vermont Act CJA
Virginia MCH Block Grant
Washington MCH Block Grant
West Virginia State General Funds
Wisconsin Children's Justice Act Title V funding
\Wyoming Children's Justice Act
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7. Paid Staff Support for CDR Programs by Total FTE’s

State Median FTE, including both paid and in-kind staff: 1 FTE

State State Staff | In Kind
(FTEs) Staff
(FTEs)
Alabama 3 0
Alaska 1.5 0
Arizona 15 0
Arkansas 0 1
California 0.25 0.25
Colorado 1.5 1.0
Connecticut 1 0
Delaware 6 0
DC 3 0.4
Florida 1 0
Georgia 4 0
Hawaii 1 0
Idaho 0 0
Illinois 1 1
Indiana 0 0
lowa 0 0
Kansas 1 0
Kentucky 2 0
Louisiana 1 1
Maine 1 2
Maryland 1 0.25
Massachusetts 0 0
Michigan 475 0
Minnesota 1.5 0
Mississippi 0.5 0

8. States with Legislation or Administrative Rules for State CDR

State State Staff | In Kind
(FTEs) Staff
(FTEs)
Missouri 14 0
Montana 0.5 0
Nebraska 1.35 0.15
Nevada 0 1.5
New Hampshire 0 0
New Jersey 0 3
New Mexico 1 0.25
New York 2 0
North Carolina 4 0
North Dakota 0 0.2
Ohio 1.5 0
Oklahoma 2.05 0
Oregon 0 0
Pennsylvania 1.75 1
Rhode Island 0.4 0
South Carolina 1 0
South Dakota 0 0
Tennessee 2 0
Texas 1 1.5
Utah 0.75 2.5
Vermont 0 0
Virginia 1 0
\Washington 0.5 0
West Virginia 0.5 0
Wisconsin 0 0
\Wyoming 1 5

Statute/Rules Level

Number of States

Mandates State CDR 37
Permits State CDR 7
None 7
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9. Level of Statute/Administrative Rules for State CDR Team by State

State State CDR Team State State CDR Team
Statute/Rules Statute/Rules
Alabama Mandated Missouri Mandated
Alaska None/Mandated* Montana None
Arizona Mandated Nebraska Mandated
Arkansas Mandated Nevada Mandated
California Permitted New Hampshire Permitted
Colorado Mandated New Jersey Mandated
Connecticut Mandated New Mexico Mandated
Delaware Mandated New York None
District of Columbia Mandated North Carolina Mandated
Florida Mandated North Dakota Mandated
Georgia Mandated Ohio None
Hawaii Permitted Oklahoma Mandated
Idaho N/A Oregon Mandated
lllinois Mandated Pennsylvania Mandated
Indiana Mandated Rhode Island Permitted
lowa Mandated South Carolina Mandated
Kansas Mandated South Dakota None
Kentucky Mandated Tennessee Mandated
Louisiana Mandated Texas Mandated
Maine Permitted Utah Permitted
Maryland Mandated Vermont Permitted
Massachusetts Mandated Virginia Mandated
Michigan Mandated Washington None
Minnesota Mandated West Virginia Mandated
Mississippi Mandated Wisconsin None
Wyoming Mandated

* Alaska has two review processes. One is mandated and the other is not.

10. States with Legislation or Administrative Rules for Local CDR Teams

Statute/Rules Level

Number of States

Mandates Local CDR 15
Permits Local CDR 18
None 18
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11. Level of Statute/Rules for Local CDR Teams by State

State Local CDR Team State Local CDR Team
Statute/Rules Statute/Rules
Alabama Mandated Missouri Mandated
Alaska None Montana Permitted
Arizona Permitted Nebraska None
Arkansas Permitted Nevada Permitted
California Permitted New Hampshire None
Colorado Permitted New Jersey Permitted
Connecticut None New Mexico None
Delaware Mandated New York Permitted
District of Columbia None North Carolina Mandated
Florida Mandated North Dakota None
Georgia Mandated Ohio Mandated
Hawaii Permitted Oklahoma Permitted
Idaho None Oregon Mandated
Illinois Mandated Pennsylvania Mandated
Indiana Permitted Rhode Island None
lowa None South Carolina Permitted
Kansas None South Dakota None
Kentucky Permitted Tennessee Mandated
Louisiana Permitted Texas Permitted
Maine None Utah None
Maryland Mandated Vermont None
Massachusetts Mandated \Virginia Permitted
Michigan Permitted Washington Permitted
Minnesota Mandated \West Virginia None
Mississippi None \Wisconsin None
\Wyoming Mandated

12. States with Selected Items Covered in State Statute/Administrative Rules

Covered in State Statute/Rule

Number of States

Meetings are confidential 44
State Team 42
Access to child’s records 41
Meetings not open to public 37
Review protected from subpoena/discovery 37
Defines required state team members 37
CDR program report 32
Local Teams 27
Review not subject to FOIA 23
Case review report 22
Defines required local team members 22
Review protocol 16
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13. Selected Protocols In Place by State

State

CDR Meeting
Protocol

Child/Infant Death
Investigation
Protocol

Confidentiality
Protocol

Other
Protocols

Alabama

X

X

Alaska

X

Arizona

X

Arkansas

California

XXX [ X

Colorado

Connecticut

Delaware

District of Columbia

Florida

Georgia

Hawaii

XX X [ XX

XXX XXX XX XX [ X [ X

Idaho

lllinois

P

Indiana

lowa

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

XX XXX XX [X | X

XXX XXX XXX | X

Mississippi

Missouri

X

Montana

Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey

New Mexico

New York

North Carolina

XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX [X XXX [ X | X

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

XXX XXX XXX XXX [ X

Pennsylvania

XXX [ X
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13 Continued: Selected Protocols In Place by State

State CDR Meeting Child/Infant Death |Confidentiality Other
Protocol Investigation Protocol Protocols
Protocol
Rhode Island X X X X
South Carolina X X X
South Dakota
Tennessee X X X
Texas X X
Utah X X X X
Vermont X
Virginia X X
Washington X X X
West Virginia X
Wisconsin X X
\Wyoming X X X
Number of States 42 32 46 8
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SECTION B

THE REVIEW PROCESS
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14. Level that In-Depth Case Review Occurs

In some states, reviews occur at multiple levels.

Local Review

State Review

36 31
Local State Local State
State Review Review State Review Review

Alabama X X Missouri X
Alaska X Montana X
Arizona X Nebraska X X
Arkansas Nevada X
California X New Hampshire X
Colorado X X New Jersey X X
Connecticut X New Mexico X
Delaware X X New York X X
District of Columbia X North Carolina X X
Florida X X North Dakota X
Georgia X X Ohio X
Hawaii X Oklahoma X X
Idaho Oregon X X
lllinois X Pennsylvania X
Indiana X X Rhode Island X
lowa X X South Carolina X X
Kansas X South Dakota X
Kentucky X X Tennessee X
Louisiana X X Texas X
Maine X Utah X
Maryland X \Vermont X
Massachusetts X \Virginia X X
Michigan X \Washington X
Minnesota X West Virginia X
Mississippi X \Wisconsin X

\Wyoming X X
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15. Types of Deaths Reviewed in States

Not Mutually Exclusive by Type of Death and by Type of Team

Local State
Type of Death Review Review
(n=36) (n=31)
Medical Deaths (not
SIDS but inc asthma, 15 17
cardiac, cancer, etc)
SIDS 19 20
SuUID 19 23
Unintentional Injuries 19 21
Homicides 18 20
Suicides 19 23
Undetermined 19 20
Abuse and Neglect 21 24
Current or History of
contact with Social 15 17
Services
Child was a ward of the 16 19
state
Child was aresident of
another
state/jurisdiction and 13 15
death occurred in this
state/jurisdiction
Child’s death occurred
in a different
state/jurisdiction and 9 11

the child was a resident
of this state/jurisdiction
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16. Maximum Age of Child Deaths Reviewed by State

Minimum Age: 14; Maximum Age: 25

State Age State Age
Alabama 17 Missouri 17
Alaska 14 Montana 17
Arizona 17 Nebraska 17
Arkansas 17 Nevada 18
California 17 New Hampshire 18
Colorado 17 New Jersey 17
Connecticut 17 New Mexico 17
Delaware 17 New York 17
District of Columbia 25 North Carolina 17
Florida 17 North Dakota 17
Georgia 17 Ohio 17
Hawaii 17 Oklahoma 17
Idaho N/A Oregon 17
lllinois 17 Pennsylvania 21
Indiana 17 Rhode Island 17
lowa 17 South Carolina 17
Kansas 17 South Dakota 17
Kentucky 17 Tennessee 17
Louisiana 14 Texas 17
Maine 17 Utah 18
Maryland 17 Vermont 18
Massachusetts 17 \Virginia 17
Michigan 21 \Washington 17
Minnesota 17 \West Virginia 17
Mississippi 17 \Wisconsin 25

\Wyoming 15
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17. Average Time between Death and Review, in Months

Local State Local State
Review: Review: Review: | Review:
Time,in | Time, in Time, in | Time, in
State Months Months State Months | Months
Alabama 15 9 Montana 8
Alaska 36 Nebraska 6 24
Arizona 6 Nevada 3
Arkansas New Hampshire 4
California 4 4 New Jersey 5 5
Colorado 3 New Mexico 6
Connecticut 1 New York 6
Delaware 6 6 North Carolina 12
District of
Columbia 6 North Dakota 8
Florida 0 12 Ohio 12
Georgia 3 Oklahoma 9 9
Hawaii 24 Oregon 12
Idaho N/A N/A Pennsylvania 6
Illinois 7 6 Rhode Island 6
Indiana 6 9 South Carolina 12
lowa 0 12 South Dakota 2
Kansas 24 Tennessee 3
Kentucky 6 0 Texas 24 24
Louisiana 4 Utah 1
Maine 1 3 Vermont 12
Maryland 4 Virginia 6 42
Massachusetts Washington 6
Michigan 3 9 West Virginia 3
Minnesota 3 6 Wisconsin 3
Mississippi 12 Wyoming 8 12
Missouri 0
18. Timing of Reviews
Timing of Review Local State
Review Review
Retrospective / Periodic 30 34
Immediate Response (48 Hours) 5 1
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19. Number of States that Provide Annual CDR Training

Number of
Al | Traini
nnual Training -
Yes 19
No 24

20. Number of States with Process in Place to Identify Cases for Review

Number of
P inpl Identi
rocess in place to Identify Cases States
Yes 36
No 4

21. States with State Level Advisory Boards that Review Local Findings and
Make State Level Recommendations

Total Number of States: 35

State Advisory Board State Advisory Board
Alabama X Missouri X
Alaska X Montana X
Arizona X Nebraska X
Arkansas X Nevada X
California New Hampshire
Colorado X New Jersey X
Connecticut New Mexico X
Delaware X New York
District of Columbia X North Carolina X
Florida X North Dakota
Georgia X Ohio X
Hawaii X Oklahoma X
Idaho Oregon X
lllinois X Pennsylvania X
Indiana Rhode Island
lowa South Carolina X
Kansas South Dakota
Kentucky X Tennessee X
Louisiana X Texas X
Maine X Utah
Maryland X \Vermont
Massachusetts X \Virginia
Michigan X \Washington
Minnesota X West Virginia
Mississippi X \Wisconsin X

Wyoming X
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22. Functions of State Advisory Board (of 35 States)

Responses are not mutually exclusive.

Function Number of States
Make formal recommendations 28
Review local findings 18
Write annual reports 18
Conduct state reviews 15

23. Entity to Whom State Advisory Board Makes Recommendations
(of 35 States)

Responses are not mutually exclusive.

State-Level Advisory Board Makes Number of
Recommendations To States
Legislature 26
State Agency(s) 25
Governor 24
General Public 16
Local Teams 13

24. Response Required when State Advisory Board Makes Recommendations

(of 35 States)
Number of
ired?
Response Required? States
Yes 6
No 27
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25.

Types of Recommendations Made at the State Level (of 35 States)

Responses are not mutually exclusive.

State-Level Advisory Board Recommendation Number of
Types States
Amendment/Enactment of Policy Legislation 32
Provider Education 31
Community Education 30
Improvement of Organizational Practices 29
Strengthening Collaboration Among Agencies 29
Improvement of Individual Knowledge and Skills 28

26. Number of States where a Team Member has ever been Subpoenaed for

27. Number of States where Deaths under Active Investigation by Law

28. Number of States where Deaths under Civil Litigation are Reviewed by CDR

Review Information

Panel Member Subpoenaed | Number of
for Review Information States
Yes 5
No 43

Enforcement are Reviewed by CDR

Deaths Under Active
Investigation by Law

Enforcement are Reviewed Number of
by CDR Teams States
At Local Level 18
At State Level 18

Deaths Under Active
Investigation by Law

Enforcement are Reviewed Number of
by CDR Teams States
At Local Level 16

At State Level
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SECTION C

CDR REPORTING
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29. Type of Reporting System Used

System Type

Number of States

NCCDR System 31
State database 17
None 2

30. Type of Reporting System Used by State

State System Type State System Type
Alabama NCCDR System Montana State Database
Alaska State Database Nebraska NCCDR System
Arizona NCCDR System Nevada NCCDR System*
Arkansas None New Hampshire State Database
California NCCDR System New Jersey NCCDR System
Colorado NCCDR System New Mexico NCCDR System
Connecticut NCCDR System* New York NCCDR System *
Delaware NCCDR System North Carolina State Database

District of Columbia

State Database

North Dakota

State Database

Florida State Database Ohio NCCDR System
Georgia NCCDR System Oklahoma NCCDR System
Hawaii NCCDR System Oregon State Database
Idaho N/A Pennsylvania NCCDR System
lllinois State Database Rhode Island NCCDR System
Indiana State Database South Carolina NCCDR System
lowa NCCDR System South Dakota State Database
Kansas State Database Tennessee NCCDR System
Kentucky State Database Texas NCCDR System
Louisiana State Database Utah State Database
Maine NCCDR System Vermont None

Maryland NCCDR System Virginia NCCDR System
Massachusetts NCCDR System Washington NCCDR System
Michigan NCCDR System West Virginia NCCDR System
Minnesota NCCDR System Wisconsin NCCDR System
Mississippi State Database Wyoming NCCDR System*
Missouri State Database

*CT, NV, NY, and WY use the NCCDR Database in conjunction with a custom database.
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31. Average Time Between Review and Data Entry in Months

Local State Local State
Review: Review: Review: | Review:
Time, in Time, in Time, in | Time, in
State Months Months State Months | Months
Alabama 15 9 Montana
Alaska 1 1 Nebraska 12
Arizona 0 Nevada 6
Arkansas New Hampshire 2
California 12 New Jersey 1 1
Colorado New Mexico 1
Connecticut 3 New York 2
Delaware 3 3 North Carolina 12
District of
Columbia 6 6 North Dakota 8
Florida 0 1 Ohio 1
Georgia Oklahoma 0 0
Hawaii Oregon 12 24
Idaho Pennsylvania 6
Illinois 0 0 Rhode Island
Indiana South Carolina
lowa 0 12 South Dakota
Kansas 0 Tennessee 0
Kentucky 2 Texas 11 12
Louisiana Utah 1
Maine Vermont
Maryland 1 Virginia 3 6
Massachusetts Washington
Michigan 4 West Virginia
Minnesota 0 Wisconsin 0
Mississippi 6 Wyoming 1 1
Missouri
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32. Number of States Producing Reports using their CDR Data

Type of Report

Number of States

Annual Report

44

Other reports based on CDR Finding

22

Released to Number of States
General public 38
Legislature 37
State Agencies 34
Governor 33
Local teams 24

34. Of States Producing Annual Report (n=44), Is a Response Required

Required Response to Annual
Report Number of States
Yes 6
No 41

33. Of States Producing Annual Report (n=44), To Whom is Report Released
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SECTION D

COORDINATION WITH OTHER REVIEWS
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35. Number of States with Other Review Processes in Place by Type

Citizen Review |[FIMR| Domestic | Maternal Other SIDS Other
Panels Violence Mortality Reviews
41 28 34 25 10 12

36. Number of States with CDR Coordination with Other Review Processes

Citizen Review [FIMR| Domestic | Maternal Other SIDS Other
Panels Violence Mortality Reviews
17 20 14 10 5 5

37. Number of States with CDR Review of Serious Injuries or Near Fatalities

Serious Injury or Near Number of
Fatality Reviewed by CDR States
At State Level 11
At Local Level 9
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38. List of States where CDR serves as the CAPTA Citizen Review Panel (CRP)

Number of States: 17

State

Serve as CRP?

Alabama

State

Serve as CRP?

Alaska

Missouri

X

Arizona

Montana

Arkansas

Nebraska

California

Nevada

Colorado

New Hampshire

Connecticut

New Jersey

Delaware

New Mexico

District of Columbia

New York

Florida

North Carolina

Georgia

x| X

North Dakota

Hawaii

Ohio

Idaho

Oklahoma

Illinois

Oregon

Indiana

Pennsylvania

lowa

Rhode Island

Kansas

XXX X

South Carolina

Kentucky

South Dakota

Louisiana

Tennessee

Maine

Texas

Maryland

Utah

Massachusetts

Vermont

Michigan

Virginia

Minnesota

Washington

Mississippi

West Virginia

Wisconsin

Wyoming

39. Number of States which Conduct Internal Agency Reviews of Child Deaths

Number of
Conduct Internal Reviews States
Yes 44
No 7
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