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GEORGIA'S STATEWIDE CHILD ABUSE

PREVENTION PANEL
Annual Report for Calendar Year 1998

LIST OF FIGURES WITH FINDINGS

Summary Of All Deaths:

Figure 2. Deaths to Children Under 18 in Georgia
Findings:

Mot or vehicle incidents were the | eading,
non- nedi cal cause of child deaths.

The overall increase in total child deaths
(from1,693 in 1997 to 1,706 deaths in
1998) is attributable to an increase in
the nedi cal deaths (1,105 to 1,157)
Deat hs due to notor vehicle crashes, SIDS
drowni ng and suicide all decreased from
1997 to 1998.

An increase in hom cide was seen only
anong chil dren under the age of 5 (see
Figure 4 and 5).

Figure 3. Race and Gender of All Child Deaths
Findings:

Though African-American children make up
only 34.6% of the child popul ation, their
deat hs were al nost 50% of all child deaths

Figure 4. All Causes of Death, Age <1
Findings:

e O defined causes,

i nfant deaths resulted from natural
and SI DS)

hom ci de was t he

| argest single injury-rel ated category.
Hom ci des anong infants increased from 12
deaths in 1997 to 15 in 1998 (25%

96% of
causes (nedi cal

e Conpared to 1997, SIDS deaths decreased

from123 to 109 (11%

Figure 5. All Causes of Death, Age 1-4
Findings:

e Over

hal f of deaths (52% resulted from
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nmedi cal conditions

e 42% of deaths resulted from uni ntentional
injuries

e Mbtor vehicle incidents accounted for
nearly half (48% of unintentional deaths

Figure 6. All Causes of Death, Age 5-14
Findings:

e Over half of the deaths in this age group
were caused by injury (intentional and
uni ntenti onal)

e 56% of all drowni ng deaths occurred anong
5-14 year ol ds

Eigure 7. All Causes of Death, Ages 15-17
Findings:

e Motor vehicle incidents represented 42% of
deat hs

e 56% of all deaths fromintentional
I nci dents (hom cide and suicide) occurred
in this age group

e 24% of deaths in this age group resulted
fromintentional causes

Race, Ethnicity And Disproportionate Deaths:

Eigure 8. Deaths to Children < 1 and Percent of Population in
Georgia By Race and Gender
Findings:

e A disproportionate nunber of deaths
occurred anong African-Anerican infants

% of % of
Deat hs Popul ati on
Al AA
I nfants 53.8 33.7
A-A Mal e 29.4 17.0
A-A Fenal e 24. 3 16. 7

e The infant nortality rate for African-
Anerican infants (13.5 per 1,000 births)
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was nore than double the rate for white
infants (6.1 deaths per 1,000 births)

Figure 9. Deaths to Children 1-17 and Percent of Population in
Georgia, By Race and Gender
Findings:

e A disproportionate nunber of deaths
occurred anong nal e children

e A di sproportionate nunber of deaths
occurred anmong African-American children

% of Deat hs | % of Popul ation
Al A-Alnfants 64.0 51.0
A-A Ml e 29.7 17.6
A-A Femal e 34. 4 32.5

All 1998 Reviewed Deaths:

Figure 10. Number of Reviewed Child Deaths by Cause of Death
Findings:

e Over 60% of notor vehicle deaths were
revi ewed

e SIDS deaths were nost |likely to be
revi ewed (88%

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome:

Eigure 11. SIDS Deaths by Age and Review Status
Findings:

e 70% of SIDS deaths occurred anong infants
1 to 3 nonths of age

Figure 12. SIDS Deaths by Race and Gender Findings
Findings:

e The nunber of SIDS deaths were nearly
equal anong the four race/gender
cat egori es
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e 50% of SIDS victins were African-American,
however, there were 1.3 deaths per 1,000
African- Anerican births conpared to 0.7
deat hs per 1,000 white births

e 55% (60) of SIDS victins were nal e

Figure 13. Sleeping Position At the Time of Death for Infants
Who Died of SIDS 96 Child Fatality Review Cases Addressed
Sleeping Position)

Findings:

e Sl eeping position was known in 69% of SIDS
deat hs when the question about sl eeping
position was answered

e 17 (18% SIDS victins were reported to be
sl eeping on their backs

Figure 14. SIDS Death Rates Per 1,000, age <1, 1990-1998
Findings:

e The total nunber of SIDS deaths continued
the general decline that has persisted
during the decade

e The decline is consistent with national
trends

e There were slight declines for al
race/ gender conbi nations except bl ack
females. (24 in 1997 and 27 in 1998)

e The total nunber of SIDS deaths (109) was
down from 123 in 1997

Child Abuse And Neglect:

Figure 15. Circumstances of Death for Reviewed Deaths with
Abuse/Neglect Findings
Findings:

e 34% of child abuse/ negl ect rel ated deat hs
wer e hom ci des

e O the 25 hom cides, 8 were due to Shaken
Baby/ Sudden | npact Syndrone, 10 to bl unt
trauma, 2 to drowning, 1 to firearm 1 to
suffocation, 1 to fire, and 2 to negl ect

e O her causes of death include
uni ntentional suffocation, unintentiona
firearminjury, unintentional poisoning,
i nadequat e care, and suicide
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Figure 16. Relationship of Perpetrator to Decedent in Reviewed
Cases with Abuse and Neglect Findings
Findings:

e Perpetrators were identified in 37 of the
73 deaths (51%

e Anong the 37 identified perpetrators, 60%
(21) were parents (natural and step), and
7 were parents' nmle paranours

Figure 17. Age Distribution for Reviewed Deaths with Abuse or
Neglect Findings
Findings:

e 86% (63) were under the age of 5
e 34 were under the age of 1

Figure 18. Reviewed Deaths with Abuse or Neglect Findings by
Race and Gender
Findings:

e 60% (44) of deaths were African-Anerican
chil dren

e 52% (38) of deaths were females

Prior Agency Involvement:

Figure 19. Agency Involvement: Reviewed Deaths with No Child
Abuse/Neglect Findings
Findings:

e 44% of deaths w thout abuse findings had
no prior agency invol venent

e 56% of deaths (247) had prior agency
I nvol venent

e The average famly w th agency invol venment
had i nvol venent with 1.7 agencies

e 36% of identified contacts were with
Public Health

e 25% of identified contacts were with the
Departnent of Famly and Children Services

Figure 20. Agency Involvement: Reviewed Deaths With Child
Abuse/Neglect
Findings:
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e 30% of deaths with abuse findings had no
prior agency invol venent

e 70% of deaths (51) had prior agency
i nvol venent

e The average famly with agency invol venent
had i nvol venent with 2 agencies

e 33% of identified contacts were with
Public Health

e 25% of identified contacts were with the
Departnent of Family and Children Services

e O the 13 children known to Child
Protective Services, the invol venent was
with the foll ow ng:

Another child in the famly, not the
decedent

Decedent

Bot h decedent and another child in the
famly

Decedent, another child in the famly,
caretaker (other than famly)

B EN R RN

Injury-Related Deaths:

Figure 21. Injury-Related Deaths by Cause
Findings:

e 61% of deaths resulted from notor vehicle-
rel ated incidents

e Excl udi ng notor vehicle incidents, 38% of
injury-rel ated deaths occurred anong
chil dren under the age of 5

e Conpared to 1997, drowning deaths
decreased from48 to 39 (19%

e The total unintentional injury deaths
decreased slightly (from 364 to 344) from
1997 to 1998 (5%

Motor Vehicle -Related Deaths:

Figure 22. Motor Vehicle-Related Deaths by Age and Review
Status
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Findings:

e 45% of notor vehicl e-rel ated deat hs
occurred anong teens ages 15-17

e As teens achieved | egal driving age, the
nurmber of deaths increased as foll ows:

Age 19
15 deat hs
Age 33
16 deat hs
Age 43
17 deat hs

e 43% of notor vehicle related deaths to 15-
17 year ol ds were not reviewed

Figure 23. Motor Vehicle-Related Deaths by Race and Gender
Findings:

e 64% (133) of deaths were white children
e 61% (128) of deaths were nal es

Figure 24. Motor Vehicle Fatality Rates per 100,000 Age 15-17,
1990-1998
Findings:

e Motor vehicle-related fatalities renmain
the | eadi ng cause of death for 15-17 year
ol ds

e Rates for white nmales consistently
exceeded ot her popul ati on groups

e The total nunber of notor vehicle-rel ated
fatalities for 15-17 year ol ds decreased
slightly (from97 to 95) from 1997 to 1998

e There was basically no change by race from
1997 to 1998, but anong white teens, the
rate increased for mal es and decreased for
femal es.

Drowning:

Figure 25. Deaths Due to Drowning by Age and Review Status
Findings:
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e 56% (22) of drowning victins were children
bet ween the ages of 5 and 14

e Conpared to 1997, drowni ng deat hs
decreased from48 to 39 (19%

Figure 26. Drowning Deaths by Race and Gender
Findings:

e Al nost seven tinmes as nmany drowni ng deat hs
occurred anong nal es as fenal es

e Conpared to 1997, African-Anerican nal e
drowni ng deat hs al nost doubled (from1ll to
19)

Eigure 27. Drowning Fatality Rates per 100,000 Ages < 18,
1990-1998
Findings:

e Drowni ng death rates vari ed wi dely anong
al |l popul ation groups since 1991, with no
trends apparent

e The drowni ng death rate for African-
Anericans (3.1) is alnpst twice the rate
for whites (1.7)

e Though drowni ng deaths for black mal es
i ncreased from 1997 to 1998, the nunber of
deaths in all three other race/gender
groups decreased

Fire -Related Deaths:

Figure 28. Deaths Due to Fire by Age and Review Status
Findings:

e Conpared to 1997, fire-rel ated deaths
i ncreased from15 to 23 (53%

e Amajority of the victins of fire-rel ated
deaths (78% were under the age of 10

Figure 29. Deaths Due to Fire by Race and Gender
Findings:

e Conpared to 1997, fire deaths anong
African- Arerican mal es nore than doubl ed
(from5 to 13)

e More than three tinmes as many nal es (18)
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died in fires as females (5)

Figure 30. Fire-Related Fatality Rates per 100,000 Ages < 18,
1990-1998
Findings:

e The rate for African-Anerican children
(3.3) is alnost 2.5 tines the rate for
white children (1.3)

e The increase in fire-related deaths from
1997 to 1998 was due to an increase in the
nunmber of black, male victins

e Gven the snall nunber of fire deaths,
changes in the observed rates are
attributable to random fluctuations in the
nunmber of deaths

Homicide:

Figure 31. Reviewed Homicide Deaths by Circumstances of
Death

Findings:

e Firearnms were the cause of 38% (20) of
hom ci des

e 8 children were victins of Shaken
Baby/ Sudden | npact Syndrone

Figure 32. Homicide Deaths by Age and Review Status
Findings:

e Homi ci des anmong 15-17 year olds were 48%
of all hom ci des

Figure 33. Homicide Deaths by Race and Gender
Findings:

e 71% of homicide victins were nal e
e 62% of homcide victins were African-
Aneri can

e 43% of homcide victins were African-
Aneri can mal es

Figure 34. Death Rates for Teen Homicides per 100,000 Ages
15-17, 1990-1998
Findings:
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e Teenage African- Anerican nmal es have been
victinms of hom cides at rates that have
significantly exceeded all other race and
gender groups since 1990

e The total nunber of hom cides renained
essentially unchanged from 1997 (34 deaths
in 1997 and 33 in 1998)

e After a decline for three years, the rate
of homi ci des anong bl ack nal es appeared to
l evel off in 1998 (17 reported in each
year)

Suicide:

Figure 35. Suicide Deaths by Age and Review Status
Findings:

e 78% of suicides occurred to teens 15-17

e The youngest suicide victim (9 years ol d)
di ed of strangul ation

Figure 36. Suicide Deaths by Race and Gender
Findings:

e 89% of all suicide victinse were white
chil dren

e 81% of suicide victins were nal es

e 70% of suicide victinse were white mal es

Figure 37. Suicide Death Rates 1990-1998 per 100,000, Ages
15-17
Findings:

e White mal es had consistently higher
sui cide rates throughout the period with
the exception of 1992

e In 1992 African-Anmerican mal e suicides
doubl ed fromthe previous year, the nost
significant single year increase during
the years shown

e Sui ci des anong bl ack nal es dropped from6
in 1997 to only one in 1998

e The rates for other race/ gender groups
remai ned about the sane in 1998 as they
had been in 1997
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Firearm Deaths:

Figure 38. Firearm Deaths by Manner of Death (on Death
Certificate)
Findings:

e 54% of firearm deaths were due to hom cide
e 15% were uni ntentional
e 30% were suicides
e Death certificate did not detern ne
whet her 1 of the firearm deaths was
intentional. The child fatality review
t eam concluded this death to be a suicide
(intentional).

Figure 39. Firearm Deaths by Age and Review Status
Findings:

e 77% of firearm deaths occurred to children
ages 15-17

Figure 40. Firearm Deaths by Race and Gender
Findings:

e 56% of firearmvictine were white

e 82% of firearmvictinms were nal e

e African-Anerican fermales were |least |ikely
to die fromfirearns

Figure 41. Reviewed Firearm Deaths by Type of Firearm
Findings:

e 64% (25) firearns were handguns

e O the 23 reviewed suicide deaths, 65%
(15) were commtted with a firearm and 11
of those 15 (73% were handguns

e O the 52 reviewed hom cides, 38% (20)
were commtted with a firearm and 12 of
the 20 (60% were handguns

Figure 42. Firearm Death Rates per 100,000, Ages 15-17, 1990-
1998
Findings:

e After 1994, the rate for African-American
mal es has steadily declined
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e For the past three years the death rates
due to firearns have been declining for
all race/ gender groups except white
femal es

e There were ten fewer firearmrel ated
deaths in 1998 than in 1997 (47 in 1998
versus 57 in 1997)

Next: THE HISTORY OF CHILD FATALITY REVIEW IN GEORGIA

Office of Child Fatality Review, CFR@childwelfare.net
1720 Peachtree Street NW, Suite 912N, Atlanta, GA, 30309-2439, (404) 206-6043
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